Hi Dimitris.

Here are the answers on your questions:
1. I started with aquariums about 40 years ago. My interest after a few years was going mainly to Barbes and some Atherinidaes like Bedotia, Telmatherina and the only rainbow who was available at that time Melanotenia maccullochi. In 1982 I did my first tropical trip to Sri Lanka. One year later did I take part on an exhibition in the Zoo of Antwerp. I saw there a rainbowfish in one of the tanks named Chilatherina sentaniensis and I became 3 pairs of those fishes.

A Dutch well nown fotographer from fishes and birds Mister Arend Van de Nieuwenhuyzen who was our guide in Sri Lanka delivered me Pseudomugil connieae and – furcatus, at that time still named “Popondetta” together with my first Mel. boesemani from Lake Ajamaru. In 1984 I find out the existing from ANGFA in Australia this means “Australian New Guinea Fishes Associaton” and I maked myself a member. One of there members did eggshipments all over the world. I ordered some eggs and 3 months later arrived a package with the eggs. It was 9 days on the way and everything was dead. To make a long story shorter, after some time we managed that the shipments from 60 till 80% hached. At that time I had in a few years about 20 species rainbowfishes.  
In 1986 I was cofounder from IRG (International Rainbow club) in Germany. With 3 Belgians we were the only foreigners, all the other people were Germans. At that time I had more species than all the other people who were there. I started to make a presentation about rainbows but there was something missing: pictures from the habitats. 

2. In 1990 I did my first trip to Australia with a friend of mine; we toke part on the ANGFA convention in Brisbane with a lecture named “My Rainbows”. We had a lot of success and in there critics later they named us “the highlight of the convention”. Till now I did 10 trips to Australia and 1 to New Guinea. Catching fishes is done with scoopnets, traps and fishing rods.

3. Setting up aquariums for rainbowfishes; it is important to give them enough space for swimming. I prefer plants instead of other decoration because of the influence on the water composition. Ideal are some high plants in the background and along the side-walls with lower in the front. I use a lot of Java fern on the walls.
4. In an aquarium with less than 150 liter of water, you can keep the smallest ones for example Mel. maccullochi, - praecox, - exquisita, - gracilis and of course all the Pseudomugils. Iriatherina werneri can be kept in about 40 to 60 liter together with Pseudomugil gertrudae.They live together in the wild also.

5. It is important to have enough females in the swarm to give them some rest. Some males can be very agressif and chase to little till dead. For breading with rainbows: I use most of the time one dominant male with 2 or 3 females in a separate tank with 40 liter. The tank is totally clean, no sand or plants, only a mop of artificial wool. Pseudomugils can be reproduced better in a little swarm, for example 3 males with 5 or 6 females.

6.  Ideal food for Melanotaenias is live food but that is not always possible. Deep frozen mosquito larvae, krill, mysis, artemia, daphnia and once a week some flake food. Important for rainbows is to give them from time to time some plant food. This can be duckweed, salad. Put it first in boiled water and cut it in small pieces, deep frozen spinage that you can rasp. Pseudomugils can eat the same things but you have to cut it small enough so they can eat it. Cyclops and hached artemia is very good for them also.
7. All rainbows do hybridizing with each other. If you want to bread a certain species you have to put them in a separate tank.
8. Some species like Mel. trifasciata start showing there colors after about 3 or 4 months. Other like most Glosselepis take more time. Everything depend on the care you have taken, food: maximum twice a day and as many times as possible one third waterchange. Sexual mature is for most of the species between 10 to 14 months.

9.  The only trick to drive rainbows to mate is a very good care and a waterchange.

10. As I said before I put the breading fishes in a separate tank with an artificial wool map. Temperature is about 25°C. You can leave them there for one week, while you have to feed them every day to avoid that they eat there eggs. After 7 or 8 days I remove the parents and leave the eggs where they are produced. One or two days later you will see the first fry on the surface. At that moment you can start with feeding. I always give them infusorians and some dry dust food, minimum twice a day. After 7 or 8 days you can start with artemia and a little bit greater dust food. Depending on the number of fry you can put them after 2 months in a bigger tank. As filter I use a little inside filter driving by air.
11.  There is a difference between all those Pseudomugils species. Ps. furcatus and – connieae prefer hard water. Ps. gertrudae can better be kept not to hard. I would say around 7 pH, hardness 10GH. Ps. signifier give me the best results with some salt added to the water. For those from the Ross river I use 10% seawater for all the others 5%. Ps. cyandorsalis need 50% saltwater.

12.  Because there need for different water composition is it better to keep only one Pseudomugil species in one tank.

13.  The problem with rainbows are in the first place a kind of ulsters on there body and that is a result of fish tuberculosis. Take the fish out of the tank, kill him and do some water changes. A second problem is fungus. This can be healt with kaliumpermanganaat, not in the tank but in a bucket.

14.  My favorite rainbows are Mel. trifasciata, all the different color morphs. (till now from more than 30 different habitats) Chilatherina bleheri and Mel. affinis Pagwi also because there beauty all day long.

15.  I kept a lot of other fishes that live together with rainbows. At this moment I have different Mogurnda species and Chlamydogobius eremius but before I had about 20 other native fish from Australia that where not rainbows.

16.  Yes, it is possible to keep rainbows in a high-tech aquarium but you have to be careful with CO2 at night. I prefare no CO2, no fertilizer and a normal lightning but my hobby is to bread rainbows. I have only one tank in the living room from 1,2mx0,6mx0,5m high.In my fishroom, Ihave 65 other tanks.The biggest tank is 3,6 meter long. The smallest 30 cm.
17.  I always have sended my wild caught to an exporter during my trips in Australia to do the export to Belgium later when I’m ready to receive all the new fishes. This is a very expencive business. I find the F1 always more beautiful then there wild parents. I always try to catch young fishes, they have less stress and adept better in an aquarium. Full grown fishes are difficult to keep alive because of stress during transport. 

18.  Yes, I can supply people that want fishes from me but I have to do it legal. I have no license myself but there is an exporter who can do it for me of course this is not cheap. Last time that I sended the fishes was a great risk for me. I’m sorry but that is to dangerous. Communication can be done by email gilmaebe@skynet.be or by telephone 003215410309 or by letter to Gilbert Maebe – Tervuursesteenweg, 472 – 2800 Mechelen- Belgium.

I hope this can help you.Please send me your adress to send you a CD with the pictures from all the fishes that I keep at this moment.They may not be used for commercial purpose.If there is a publication with this text or pictures you have to send me a copy.Taking part on a seminar in Greece would be nice.    
            Kindest regards

            Gilbert Maebe

.
